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EASY IDEAS

FORGE A  

LINK

A bridge is the  
ultimate way to  
connect house  
and garden

JOHN DAVIES 

“I was asked to redesign 
a run-down garden but 
retain a water feature. I 
created a canal across the 
entire width of the garden 

as you come out of the house so that you 
had to cross it to enter the garden proper. 
Unusually, I placed the main seating area 
at the back of the garden so you could sit 
away from the house, surrounded by plants, 
with a view back to the water feature. The 
space is conceived as courtyard garden. I 
used Lythrum virgatum ‘Dropmore Purple’, a 
plant often used at the edge of pools, to link 
the garden planting with the water feature.” 
www.johndavieslandscape.co.uk

BOX CLEVER 

Make a tiny courtyard 
on trend with a sunken 
pond set off by topiary 
box balls, evergreen 
planting in raised beds 
and walls painted purple. 

pADD FISH

A deep koi pond 
lends a relaxing 
Oriental feel to  
a garden. Straight 
sides will deter any 
pet from getting  
too friendly.

tGO WILD

Lush planting 
encourages wildlife 
to visit your pond. 
Leave a slope on one 
side or hang chicken 
wire over an edge so 
small mammals can 
get out if they fall in. 
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